P IrO^ÌH C vvi c 







































Volume 1 # Number 4 - Aprii 1986 

t***********t*******t**t*********t*t************************t*t**tt**** 

"The Computer UFO Neusletter* is an aperiodica! indipendent neusletter 
pubi ished trom tour to six times per year, entirely deuoted to 
presentation ot uorKs and discussions about thè use ot computer in 
utology. 

Contribut ions are open to all researchers uith personal experience in 
thè -field. 


Vieus expressed by contributors are not 
Editor. 

necessar i 1y 

shared 

by 

thè 

The neusletter is avaiable in computerized 
cassette tor Commodore-64 microcomputer. 

version on 

tloppy 

d isK 

/ 


««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««««a 

CUFON can be receiued by exchange uith other UFO magazines or supplying 
a tee ot 14,000 Ital ian lire or more < tor six issues > to thè Editor. 

**««**««**««**«««*«*««*«*«*«**«««*««*«*«*«*««««««**«««««*««*««**««««*«« 

"The Computer UFO Neusletter” is a publication ot thè 

l'tat.l i-ain Cen'ter' -For^ UFO S-tcìdies- 
I.C.U.F.O.S. toreign liaison ottica : 

c/o Edoardo Russo corso V.Emanuele 108 10121 Torino ITALY 

*«*««*«**«*««*«*««*«**«*««*«**««««*«**«*««*«**«*««*«**«*««««*«**«*«**«« 


*1W Maurizio Verga 

/ 

*********************************************************************** 
Please send all correspondence and papers to : 


"The Computer UFO Neusletter" 
via Matteotti 85 
1-22072 Cermenate < Como ) 
ITALY 


CUFON 4 




Ed iterial 


1 


Ed i -t o 1^1 


I uill use this editorial to present xou some neus, I thinK o-f interest 
-for all readers. 


<1> Regarding last editorial ubere I proposed thè emploxment of 
"SUPERBASE” as thè standard database program -for C-64 and C-1S8 ouners, 
a -first step has alreadx been carried out. The uhole ITBCBT -file is nou 
implemented on a Commodore 128, using "SUPERB8SE 128*. There are some 
changes in comparison uith thè originai structure o-f thè record (see 
CUFON 1> : tuelue neu fields haue been added ! Particularlx : one -for 
thè hour o-f thè euent, one -for thè re-ference number used in thè 1T8C8T 
manuscript and ten -for all sources o-f thè case. ThanKs to SUPERB8SE 
pouer-ful options, one is able to process thè uhole casuistrx in manx 
sophisticated uaxs. Through thè "import" option thè normal ITACAT file 
(slightlx changed to leaue suitable blanK spaces to allou neu fields) 
has been uhollx inserted in thè neu SUPERB8SE file structure. Then it 
has been "onlx* necessarx to add Information regarding thè neu fields 
(hour, reference number and sources). The uhole neu file is nou auaible 
for thè 128 uersion : thè 64 one uill be readx Just xou uill read these 
lines. Both uill be presented in thè "Offer of softuare* section of thè 
next CUFON, but it is alreadx possible to request Information to thè 
Editor. 


(2) CUFON needs neu contributions as material to be pubi ished uill end 
since next issue. I Knou some documents are alreadx auailable and 
others could be uritten bx manx readers in a br ief time, but, 
unfortunatelx, nothing has been receiued in thè last tuo/three months. 
This is a great pitx, as 1 thinK it is extremelx important to present 
to other researchers oun uorKs and suggestions. This is a classic 
situation for ufologx, ubere time is 1imited and, aboue all, thè uill 
to deuelop something is aluaxs fairlx scarce. 1 don't uish to change 
this status (as it is impossible : ufologx is onlx a hobbx for all of 
us), but I uould 1 iKe to see a major inuol’vment of CUFON readers in thè 
Neusletter itself. There is thè danger to dose publications bexond 
this current volume (first and unique ?) : mx (and xours, probablx) 
hope is to avoid such an occurrence. 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

(3) Mere is in Italx R.U.C. is trxing to carrx out a reai exchange of 
data betueen a C-64 and a Apple. Aims of this uorK are obuious : thex 
are thè most common micro-computers and there uould be great amounts of 
Information to carrx from a Commodore to a Apple, to emplox thè 
pouerful resources of thè latter. Even though thè importance of such a 
problem seems to be reduced due to thè neu Commodore 128, R.U.C. thinKs 
it is aluaxs important to resolve it. Tuo equal interfaces bave alreadx 
been built, together uith suitable softuare and experimental tests are 
in course at moment. 

Readers uho uish to carrx out file conversions from C-64 to Apple II 
can contact mx oun address. 


rilFON 4 



Edi-tor ial 


2 


I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

<4> After a period of no actioity due to many problems, COh^UFON 

restarts its oun seruice changing name and structure. Nou it is 

COMPUFOhf^T (COh^uter UFO Management NETuorK) and members uill be able 

to connect thè System one or tuo evenings per ueeK, at least in this 

initial phase. MistaKes made uith COh^UFON and problems related to such 
a <neu and really exciting) Service bave led . Michael Hart, 
COMPUFOh^CT director, to start this neu Project by a lot of prudence. I 
invite . Hart, uho is a reader of this Neusletter, to prepare a paper 
about his NetuorK, aims and means : for example, it uould be 

interesting to Knou uhat Kind of material uill be made available 
through thè NetuorK itself. 

Nili be CUFON able to establ ish a similar Service in Europe ? 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

<5> As regards thè activity of R.U.C. <the Ital ian CotTW>uter UFO 

NetuorK, establ ished inside C.l.S.U.), members are storing cases coming 
from locai casuistries on C-64, employing a common database. It is 
probable that uithin three/four months ue should bave about 2,500-3,000 
stored cases. 

Cens-cis- o-F co irtR ci'ter' & ci-Fologls.~ts. 

— rtr» cip —to—dai-te — 


As ue stated in CUFON 2, thè 1ist of ufologists or simple UFO 
amateurs (but they are only a minority) ouning a personal/micro 
computer is continously increasing. So bere is thè neu names ue Knou 
at moment (March 1986) : 


Name 

Country 

Computer 

Umberto Cordier 

Italy 

Apple Ile 

Marc Leduc 

Canada 

Apple Ile 

Victor Lourenco 

Canada 

Apple Ile 

Giorgio Russolillo 

Italy 

Apple Ile 

Arcangelo Cassano 

Italy 

C-64 

PierGiovanni D'Orazio 

Italy 

C-64 

Massimo Ferrante 

Italy 

C-G4 

Mole Henningsen 

DenmarK 

C-64 

Michael Landuehr 

U.S.A. 

C-64 

Moira McGhee 

Austral ia 

C-64 

Camillo Michieletto 

Italy 

C-64 

Michele Rago 

Italy 

C-64 

Mauro Spano' 

Italy 

NCR ? 

Claudio Zacchia 

Italy 

QL Sinclair 

Sebastiano Allegra 

Italy 

Spectrum 

Gian Paolo Gentili 

Italy 

Spectrum 

Francesco Fasolo 

Italy 

Spectrum 

Raymond Keller 

U.S.A. 

Tandy 1000 

Lindy Uhitehurst 

U.S.A. 

???? 
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ChkacKRO in~t nu mb a r' ui o 


As thè short term aims about uhich I spoKe in ChecKpoint one bave been 
nearly completed, I thinK necessary to present a neu point on thè 
current uorK. 


1. UHAT HAS BEEN MAOE - 

M Coding booKlet completed > l'il give some details about it. 

# Except for software related to statistica! analyses (there isn't 
much hurry !>, all thè programs necessary to exploit Becassine 
bave already been deueloped. Today is possible < 

A> to code a case (thè coding booKlet can be 

sticKed up thè screen, if it is necessary) and 
store it in a disK file. 

B> to drau a coded 1 ist of cases. 

C> to modify fields of a record, giuing more or 

different data. 

D> to select a group of cases uithin thè file, in 

order to 1ist them or develop a special analysis. 

Such a select ion may be carried out using any 
criterion employed for coding cases. For istance, 
it is possible to select thè cases "....uith tuo or 
more uitnesses, occurring betueen 8 and 12 p.m. in 
Franca, ubere a little man leaving footprints haue 
been reported*. 

M Hand coding goes on, it reaches currently about little more than 
1,200 cases. Such a number uill increase only if my sources uill be 
largar. Obuiously euery contribution is uelcomed. Computer coding 
uill begin soon (- it should be in a remarKable stage at moment, 
February 1986. Editor -> 


2. CODING - 

The coding booKlet is avaiable for euerybody i you only haue to asK 
for ! 

Uithout going into thè details of coding I uill simply giue thè 
generai rules. 

« The single case is coded in 128 characters, uhose thè first 
eight ones are used for its oun Storage and for character ist ics 
items (see later). None compatibility has been assured uith 
existing codings i they appear insufficient to me in many points 
and too much detailed in others, if ue thinK to thè aims looKed for 
bere. 

« Tuo chief criteria rule thè arbitrary choices i 

to 1imit at a maximum ualue thè loss of 
information uhich seem USEFUL to us. 

Thus none morphological character of humanoid 
beings is coded, except thè height. Past 
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exper iments seem to bave shoued tha-t thè number of 
eyeSr thè sKin colour or thè nose shape aren't an 
important and discriminant oariable. Otheruise,^ thè 
quantity of Information supplied by these oariables 
is generally oery lou, but it is potentially oery 
large (and so it uill need a uide space into 
computer memory). 

* to allou easy coding and maKe easy automatic 
explo itation. 

Being thè aim an automatic analysis of thè 
characteristics, thè coding has to be suitable and 
auoid every external future interuention (choice 
among different options, sorting, recognition of 
thè meaning of a giuen information, etc.>. 

Of course these tuo criteria lead to opposite options and EVERY 
choice haue been made for thè saKe of searching a compromise as 
best as possible. I hope that thè arbitrary settlements uhich haue 
been done uill not completely harm to thè data processing, 
t 47 headings haue been coded (in one to ten characters for each 
one>, of uhich eleven deal uith thè UFO, nine uith thè entities and 
fourteen uith other details of thè experience (effects, uitness' 
behauiour, looKing circumstances, etc.>. 

* The problem of thè bias related to coding is fundamental. 
Euerything has been done bere to 1imit it. Beyond thè fact that 
there uill be only one "coder”, thè modalities (sub-headings> of 
each heading bave been conce ived in order to auoid as much as 
possible such a problem. But it remains for a feu headings, as UFO 
shape, thè sound perceiued by thè uitness or thè "deepness of thè 
interaction uith thè uitness* uhich can present some subjectiue 
patterns or some difficulties of translation fromEnglish uords. It 
uill be necessary during thè coding process to deuelop tests of 
stability uithin time it taKes (for instance, coding thè same group 
of cases uithin feu ueeKs or feu months). 

Bnother interesting point is that about possible (and frequent) 
contradictions among different references. Let's say that in 
Becassine, an EhTTRY of thè file is related to a CASE, eventually 
related by different sources. Utten ue Knou that - according to 
sources - uariables as primordial as date or location may be 
different, ue may really asK ourselues about thè interest and thè 
reliability of coding. Our oun ansuer is doublé t on one hand, ue 
uill code thè case according thè source seeming to us thè most 
reliable one (for example thè older one or those uhich uill speaK 
about thè differences, giving some explanations> and, on thè other 
hand, thè different uersions uill remain auaiable on thè hand slip 
Kept for each case. 

* Three indexes are built for each coded case. The first one marKs 
if thè case remains UbEXPLRINED or if it has been SURELY or LIKELY 
EXPLAINED (for instance, a cheating recognized by thè uitness 
itself). For thè last tuo possibil it ies, thè second index provides 
thè most reliable explanation. The first index is a function of thè 
coded quantity of information (and it ranges from 0 to 9 as a 
function of thè number and quality of coded character istics>. It 
uill allou (as an example) to select groups of cases "more or less 
detailed*. 
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3. A FEW IDEAS ABOUT THE EXPLOITATION - 

Maurizio Verga urote me recently that he isn't much confident into 
'...statistica! uorKs about coded UFO tales*. First of all ue must 
recognize that thè 1ist of old uorKs maKes his statement right. 
Houeuer, ue can find some some reasons to hope something different and 
ue'll simplx present some ideas of research i 

t a search for associations among variables allouing to build 
morphological schemes. Is thè frequency of some couples of values 
for giuen headings upper (or louer) in a significant proportion to 
mean values ? It is thè basis of thè methods of factorial analysis, 
uhich uish to establish thè existence - or inexistence - of such 
assoc iat ions. 

t if such associations (combinations> exist,it uould be possible i 

- to study thè ir existence or their uariation as a 
function of selected samples (for a giuen country, 
a giuen group of uitnesses, for different perioda, 

for explained cases only, etc.>. 

to try in building morphological schemes more 
complex, synthetizing elementary associations. Ue 
Knou NOTHING (and ue uish to Knou nothing) about 
thè shape of such schemes, thè sole hypothesis 
being their existence (it uould depend only on tha 
existence of UFO-E.T. stereotypes in our society) 
and it uill be bere thè uery first hypothesis to 
test. 

This explains thè choiced coding in parallel uith a coding uith 
'more simple patterns', uhich uould bave been more useful in a 
first step (and overall more easy, decreasing for instance thè bias 
risKs) but uhich uould haue uerified thè hypothesis about thè 
existence and thè shape of thè elementary associations-patterns, 
preventing any future increase. If these associations do really 
exist maybe THEN - and only in that time - ue uill thinK to a neu 
coding based on these BUILT patterns. 

* to study samples of pecul iar cases and their internai coherence 
(follouing thè same ideas), in order to ansuer to thè follouing 
quest ion < 

'Has this sample different characteristics, different schemes or 
patterns ?'. 

Mere is some possible samples i uery little beings, 'b igfoot'-1iKe 
beings, explained cases, abductions, etc. 


Of course any remarK, suggestion or idea uill be uelcome, also on 
thè page of this Neusletter. And if you can help me giuing 
different sources for cases . 


Denys Breysse 
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R 1 e aia. e rto-tm 


If a -fau readers currently read tnany computar booKs and magazinas thay 
ara inuited to point out articlas (about both hardware and software) 
and routines/programs having a potential interest in ufology or 
software deueloped for it. 




— I MES — 


Mere is a first brief 1ist of UFO magazines exchanging currently with 
•The Computer UFO Newsletter" * 

IL 60LLUM, uia Misa 4/a, 60020 Ancona ,Italy <nice Italian magazine 
deal ing with ufology. and other occult matters) 

S.V.L.T., Oeuer 28, B-2000 Antwerpen, Belgium (in Flemish with large 
Engl ish abstracts). 

AERIAL/SPACE PHENOhENA REVIEU 11 Richardson St. , Leominster, MA 01453, 
U.S.A.(monthly mimeographed newsletter). 

UFO, Postbox 1155, N-5001 Bergen, Norway (in Noruegian). 

NORDIC UFO hCUiSLETTER, Strandgt. 221, N-5000 Bergen, Norway (edited by 
Mentz Kaarbo, it is full of English abstracts of articles published on 
Scandinavian UFO magazines). 

IhFORESPACE, Avenue Paul Janson 74, B-1070 Bruxelles, Belgium (in 

French, with ualuable articles about thè "new ufology"). 

JOURNAL fur UFO-FORSCHUNO, Postfach 2361, 0-5880 Ludenscheid 1, Uest 
Germany (bimonthly, in German). 

M I I H I 11 i K M t u n H 11 M m n M M m n f M m t- M f n M i f f f \ 11 h i > \ f u h ^ 

Rr'el iminair'v bibl logr'.atRhkx 
aiboci't .aiRRl icai'tiona. o-F co itir ci 't e r- 

Ir» ci-Fologv 


Oealing exclusiuely with thè use of (personal, especially) computer in 
ufology, CUFON cannot auoids to present a bibliography of what has 
already been written on thè subject. 

Bibliographical references are really few : they are disseminated in 
many different sources and it isn't much easy to find them. As a 
consequence, our prel iminary 1ist about "ufology & computer" is fairly 
1imited i so we would 1 iKe to receive corrections or new items from 
readers. An updated 1ist will be published in a next issue of thè News¬ 
letter . 

Please note bibi iographic references about thè metter come from booKs 
and magazines, as well as from unpublished papers and personal 
communications. 


liiliillilliiliillilliililliiililililiililililililiilililliililiiiliili 
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1983 

COSIPLAN II - COrrw>u-ter Slmul iertes PLANitarium 
Journal -fur UFO-Forschung S, 3, 74-82 

AA.VV. 

1983 

ProjaKi URO - BacKgrund och arbetssatt 
UFO Suerige RKtuellt 4, 1, 27-29 

AA.VV. 

1982 

Projeci U.R.D. 

UFO Research Australia Newsletter 2, 4, 16-20 

AA.VV. 

1979 

Project U.R.D. Report 1 - Characteristics of a UFO report 
100 pages printout 

Andersen, Per 

1979 

Project UFODATA 

Proceedings of 1979 BUFORA Conference, 13-29 

Digby, R. 

1980 

The application o-f lou cost computing and data processing to UFO reports 
J.T.A.P. 1, 2, 47-48 

Kuhlemann, B.H.L. 

1981 

Project U.R.D. - BacKground, deuelopment and perspectiue 
UFO International 1, 2, 6-9 

Leuba, 9. 

1982 

Informatique & ufologie 
OVNI PRE3ENCE 1, 22, 19-20 

Liljegren, A. 

1982 

Further notes on U.R.D. 

UFO Research Australia Newsletter 2, 4, 20-21 

MauraKis, M. & Oliuier, P. 

1983 

Determination informatique de 1'aspect de la uoute celeste 
IhFOREBPACE 14, 68, 26-29 

MosblecK, G. 

1983 

Gonne, mond & sterne - Astronomie in der UFO—forschung 
Journal tur UFO-Forschung 6, 4, 107-111 
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Pittella, M. 

1980 

Sulla codifica meccanografica 
UFOLOGIA 9, 22-29 

Spaulding, U.H. 

1980 

Dafos obseruables de un fenomeno aereo anomalo 
STENDEK 11, 40, 21-27 

Spaulding, UJ.H. 

1978 

Ufology and thè digitai computer 
Quality Magazine 17, 1, 12-18 

Spaulding, U.H. 

1977 

Photographic analysis utilizing computer image processing 
The Apro Bulletin 

Spaulding, U.H. 

1976 

Obseruational data on an anomaiistle aerial phenomena 
FSR 22, 1, 12-17 

Spaulding, U.H. 

1976 

Ufology and thè digitai computer 

1976 MUFON Symposium Proceedings, 42-32 

Spaulding, U.H. 

1976 

Ufology and thè digitai computer 

Proceedings of thè 1976 CUFOS Conference, 234-230 

Spaulding, U.H. & Adrian F. 

1982 

Usage of computer photographic eualuation techniques 
U.R.I.P. 1, 1, 11-24 

Spaulding, U.H. & Adrian F. 

1982 

Analisi computerizzata delle foto 
UFOLOGIA 14, 3-10 

Spaulding, U.H. & Adrian, F. 

1984 

Analisis computarizado de fotos OVNI 
Cuadernos de Ufologia 2, 6, 27-34 
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Strand, E. 

1984 

StatistiKK, fra U.R.D. 
UFO 3, 1, 20-22 
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Pr'ojec't o-f ■ainno't.ai'ted bibliogr'-aiRl'iv 


by Paolo Toselli 


The annotated bibliograpy proposed by Toselli, 
uell-Knoun Italian researcher particularly devoted 
to thè problem of human perception and thè UFO/IFO 
quest ion, includes articles draum from 
technical-seientific booKs and magazines. They and 
others -from thè 1 iterature about scientific popula- 
rization are of potential interest -for thè study of 
thè UFO phenomenon. Readers are inuited to consider 
carefully this Project. . Toselli's address is : 
via J. dal Verme 7 15100 Alessandria ITALY. 


The Project has been established employing an Apple II/c personal 
computer. For thè stor ing and processing o-f data I used thè program 
"Data Base", ubile "UJord Processor" has been employed to format thè 
text and print thè uhole file. Both programs come from thè integrated 
software "Apple UlorKs". 

Every record has been established by thè follouing fields <each field 
has a maximum lenght of 75 characters) i 

- eoo. t subjects developed in thè paper are inserted in this 

field under abbreviated form. Oetails aren't available at moment. 

- AUTHOR i author(s>'s uhole name. 

- TITLE I title of thè article or booK or chapter of booK <this 

is a doublé field, as thè title could be very long). 

- JOURNAL NAIC : if thè source is a booK, thè publisher's name uill be 
inserted in this field. 

- YEAR/VOL/PAGE t year of publication, year number, start ing and last 
page <if thè source is a booK, thè place of publication uill be 
inserted instead of thè volume). 

- eoo. LTS. : there are three different Information, as follous t 


LAN6UA6E 

tt 


SOURCE « 

KIMl 

ITA 

A 

s 

Article 

1 

FRE 

B 

s 

BooK 

0 

EN6 

L 

s 

Letter 

- 

SPA 

R 

s 

Revieu 

- 

GER 

G 

= 

"Grey" 1iterature - 


As regards thè Kind i 

# 1 # "UFO" is directly mentioned. 

# 2 # "UFO" isn't mentioned at all. 
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- ABS. > there are six -fields o-f this Kind (six rous), ubere 

you bave to inserir tbe booK or paper's abstract. Maximum lengbt is 4S0 
cbaracters. 


Up to nou, about 200 entries baue already been stored in tbe database : 
tbey are all bibiiograpbical references ouned directly by myself. In 
tbe near -future tbe *COO. LTS.” -field uill be enlarged to store tbe 
ouner o-f tbe re-ference and otber in-format ion. 


January 25, 1986 


(Translation -from Ital ian by M.V.) 

mmmmmmmm mm mmm mmmmmmmmmmmemmtmm m 

~ri-i e s-'tr'cic'tcìr'e o-F ai clai~taibais.e 
-F o r- URO e «V» e n't s. 


by Renzo Cabassi 


Data banKs are Systems able to prouide syntbetic Information. 
Fundamental criteria of a data banK (bere meant as a database program - 
Ed.) are tbree : 

(1) compìeteness 
<2> not-redundance 
(3) structure 

Completeness implicates tbe presence of all Information about tbe 
subject inside tbe complex of tbe database. 

Not-redundance implicates tbe presence of a specific information only 
once in tbe database (generally, it is not auailable > see tbe example 
of case code uitb pointer). 

Structure is tbe adaption of tbe metbod of storing information to tbe 
processing tecbniques using and updating sucb information. 

A collection of UFO data appears complicate and monumentai. Data to 
taKe into cons ideration are many in any single euent. All proposals 
aduanced up to nou present from a minimum of 10 to a maximum of 100/150 
fields for eacb records. It is obuious tbat it is impossible to menage 
sucb a database uitb a micro or personal computer. Telling of a 
database completeness it is necessary to examine tbe possibility to use 
more files on line. Moreouer, it needs to consider tbe possibility (in 
our case it is a reai necessity) to baue pre-elaborated fields. For 
example, tbe geograpbical coordinates, often eluded in past proposals 
of databases, composed by tbree information (degrees, minutes, seconda) 
for longitude and latitude (and anotber for direction) baue to be 
reduce to tuo elements for tbe saKe of a quicK processing. At tbe same 
uay, date and bour in tbeir form of fiue single information (year, 
montb, day, bour and minutes) can be reduced to an unique 
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pre-elaborated -field (Jul ian day and fraction of hour). Ouring thè 
‘input phase* these pre-elaborated Information taKe a smaller space in 
memory and asK only for thè application of sub-routines in thè data 
processing programs . Such sub-routines are justified by smaller 
difficulties during thè use of sort options. Together uith thè use of 
pre-established codes, all this can lead to a bigger economicity of 
hardware resources <memory Storage) and to a better use of software. 

The employment of pre-established codes is often cause of many 
compìications. Usually, one is inclined to prepare a "complete* coding, 
able to forecast "everyth ing*. On thè contrary, every coding based on a 
decimai System expect a naturai extension, i.e. thè auailability of 
further codes. For example, we can deuelop a hypothesis about one of 
thè most important problems : thè coding of CE 3 cases. 

At moment, CE 3 euents are only uerbal reports of presumed experiences, 
euen though sometimes there are apparently objectiue euidences 

(traces, indipendent witnesses, etc.>. Euen if they are 

investigated by people having scarce preparation, these verbal reports 
haue a more or less clear structure. Often there is thè so-called 
"hypotheses escalation” remarKed by HyneK or thè impropriety of 
terminology in relating euents beyond thè understand ing of a CE III 
witness. So there is a structure of thè UFO report, on which it is 
possible to carry out a research. 

Reports undoubtely haue an eterogenous aspect and -apparently- they 
cannot be examined at once. They haue to be put in order inside wide 
categories. At first, it is necessary to establish generai categories 
and then sub-categories as many as necessary. 

Mere is a looK at some possible categories i 


1.01 

1.02 

1.03 

.99 

l.Ox.Ol 

l.Ox.02 

l.Ox.03 

l.Ox.04 

.99 

1.Ox.Ox.01 
1.Ox.Ox.02 
1. Ox . Ox . 03 
1.Ox.Ox.04 
1.Ox.Ox.05 
1.Ox.Ox.06 
.99 


one witness experience 
collective experience 
experience with indipendent witnesses 
without specification 
experience in thè morning 
experience in thè afternoon 
experience in thè evening 
experience in thè night 
without spec if ication 
experience in a town 
experience outside a town 
experience in thè country 
experience on a mountain 
experience near thè sea 
experience in a lonely place 
without spec ification 


After having inserted thè cases in suitable categories we can divide 
categories in "subjects* about thè Kind of action happened during thè 
experience. Perhaps this is thè longest job. It could be possible to 
draw repeating situations from UFO tales, providing them with a code i 
this allows to codify more or less complex actions and establish some 
typolog ies. 

Mere is an example x 


02.001 there is an object in thè sKy 
02.002 thè object is landed 

02.003 there is an entity without any perception of an object 
02.004 thè object is seen after thè entity 
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.999 

not 

03.001 

tht 

03.002 

tht 

03.003 

tht 

03.004 

tht 

.999 

not 

04.001 

tht 

04.002 

tht 

04.003 

tht 

.999 

not 

05.001 

tht 

05.002 

tht 

05.003 

tht 

05.004 

tht 

05.005 

tht 

.999 

not 


spec ified 

•ntity gota out tht objact 
entity go«s Into th« object 
antity gota out and into tht objact 
antity ramaina inaida tha objact 
apac if ied 

entity ualKa normally 

antity ualKa employing a mean 

entity ia in a aituation diffarant from 

apac if ied 

antity apaaKa 

entity doean't apaaK 

entity coinnunica*:ea by geaturea 

entity ahoua aoma objacta 

entity doean't communicate at all 

apec if ied 


.001 and 


.002 


Then there quill be thè old problem of codea and definitiona. It ia 
auapicable a great reaearcher'a effort in aolving it : I uould propoae 
to eatabliah a aort of group deooted to atandardization. It ahould be 
able to receiue reaearchera and groupa ' auggeationa, eoaluating them 
and developing thè auitable itema for their employment. Such a griup 
could be thè promoter of neu codea, offering technical aid to their 
achieoement. An uae of data banKa and decimai codea can be found in thè 
management of documenta or bibiiographiea. 

Thirty yeara ago thè UFO bibliography uaa juat aa larga aa a booKlet. 
Today, taKing into conaideration related aubjecta too, a comprehena iue 
UFO bibliography ia ao large to be filed uithout problema only in a big 
magnetic memory. 

Moreouer, a bibliography muat be dynamic, not only due to thè neceaaity 
to add neu titlea continoualy, but for eatabliahing neu categoriea too. 
Tuenty yeara ago thè item "percepetiue proceaaea* in relation to thè 
UFO phenomenon uaa an unthinKable thing i nou thè aituation ia 
d ifferent. 

r>V propoaed bibliography haa been diuided in ten claaaea bere : 


01. Characteriatica of thè phenomenon. 
02. hypotheaea about thè phenomenon. 
03. reaearch methodology. 

04. reporta. 

05. booKa. 

08. b ibiiographiea. 

07. cataloguea. 

08. miacellanea. 

09. other literature. 

10. informatica. 


Euery category can be diuided into 99 aub-categoriea (not all of them 
can be uaed neceaaarily and at once). 


01. Characteriatica of thè phenomenon - 

01.01 phyaical character iat ica. 

01.02 naturai character iat ica. 

01.03 paycholog ical and perceptiue character iat ica. 
01.04 technological characteriatica. 
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01.05 sociologica! characteristics. 

02. Hypotheses about thè phenomenon - 

02.01 naturai hypothesis. 

02.02 extraterrestrlai hypothesis. 
02.03 terrestrial hypothesis. 

02.04 psycholog ical hypothesis. 
02.05 sociologica! hypothesis. 

03. Research methodology - 

03.01 epistemology. 

03.02 methodology o-f invest igat ion. 

04. Reports - 


04. 

.01 

hL 


04. 

.02 

DO 


04. 

.03 

CE 

I 

04. 

,04 

CE 

II 

04. 

.05 

CE 

III 

04. 

.06 

CE 

IV 

04. 

.07 

RV 



05. BooKs - 

05.-- generai booKs not deuoted to a subject 
included in this classi-f ication. 


06. Bibliographies - 


06.-- Bibliograph ies of uarious Kind about thè 
metter. 


07. Catalogues - 


0B. Miscellanea - 


07.01 generai 
07.02 generai 
07.03 special 
07.04 special 


chronological catalogues. 
geographic catalogues. 
chronological catalogues. 
geographic catalogues. 


08.-- Euerything out of thè other categories. 


09. Other 1 iterature - 


09.-- In such a category there are conference 
proceedings (also unpublished ones>, as uell as 
uorKs pubi ished (or not> directly by authors. 

10. Informatics - 

10.01 collection and processing of data. 

10.02 analyses of images. 

10.03 data banKs. 
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10.04 various computer appiications. 
10.05 thè in-format ion. 

10.06 software. 


This classification allous a quicK research for single combinations, as 
one is able to use some Key field hauing special 1 ists at once. Let's 
looK at a simple example. 

Utten prepar ing thè bibliography of an article, it is necessary both to 
establish a category and a sub-category. Such an article could be : 
"Suruey of thè Rossi case : presumed landings uith entities” by Giorgio 
Bianchi. It uill be inserted in category 04.05 [ 04. <*reports* class) 
.05 <sub-class "CE III") 1. Rs a consequence, thè article uill bave a 
precise position inside a 1ist alphabetically ordered by author's 
surname. Rccording to this position, it uill assume a further number in 
progressive order inside thè 1 ist (e.g. 00095 : that is thè 95th item 
of thè 1ist put in order by author). 

At thè end thè item uill bave a code number of this Kind > 

04.05.00095 

After this classification number there uill be thè author's name, thè 
title of thè uorK, thè source (volume and issue, if a magazine), thè 
year of edition and thè page number. According ot our example : 

04.05.00095 « Bianchi G., "Analysis of thè Rossi case > presumed 
landing uith entities", Bulletin N.O.C., Voi. 4, n. 2, 1984, 178-198. 

At this point ue uill bave an arranged bibliography classified on a 
standardized method. As a consequence, it is possible to bave or to 
carry out s 

(1) 1ists put in order by class and/or sub-class 

(2) indexes by authors uith codes of their oun uorKs 

(3) sort by author 

(4) sort by class 

(5) sort by sub-class 

If ue uill uish to looK for our uorK among thè other possible 99,999 
ones of thè class "UFO reports", sub-class CE III, this uill be thè uay 


[ class by CE III reports > ] 

04.05 

The result uill be thè uhole 1ist of all thè uorKs of thè requested 
class. Then ue uill looK for thè "Author" Key ("Bianchi G.">, so that 
ue uill find our source through tuo simple operations. 


Renzo Cabassi 
(translation by M.Verga) 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt* 
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— SKY “rRr=lVEL — 

Houi -to iden't 1-Fv ais*tr'or»omlc.al 


IRÒ: 


by Maurizio Verga 


Ouners oi thè Commodore 64 are lucKy. They can use a uery pouer-ful tool 
-for -finding sure explanations for astronomica! IFOs : it is *SKy 
Trave!*, a disK-based program ur itten by De!tron Software and re!eased 
by Commodore itse!f. 

*R uindou on our ga!axy* is thè subtitie of such a software and this is 
rea! i it can !ocate - suppiying information - more than 1,200 stars, 
88 consto!!ations, 300 nebu!ae or ga!axies, sun, moon, a!! p!anets, 
comets and, particu!ar!y, thè Ha!!ey one. They are perfect!y drawn on 
your screen in high-reso!ution. 

!t is useiess to present bere thè structure of this software and its 
commands : they are presented thoroughiy in SKy Trave!’s !arge manua!. 
Moreover, an in-depth review of thè program has been pub! ished in 1985 
by a German UFO magazine by Gerald MosblecK (1>. I would 1 iKe to 
develop a brief review of some possible applications of thè program to 
ufology. 

A!! of US Know that most !FOs has an astronomica! explanation i unfor- 
tunately, researchers bave to consider it on!y at possib!e/probable 
leve!, due to thè difficulties in using a celestia! atlas. Practi- 
cally, if a reported sighting presents details as "stellar size* and 
"long observation time* thè most reliable explanation is a planet 
<Venus or Jupiter, usually) or a bright star. But at such a stage, it 
is only a hypothesis : to va!idate it a checK in ephemerides of that 
place and time is necessary. Now through SKy Trave! this operation is 
extremely simple and quicK. Using thè suitable options, it is enough to 
set latitude, longitude and time of thè event, then there are tuo uays 


Ci] to checK positions of moon and planets. 

[2] to display sKy directly in thè direction ubere uitnesses reported 
their sightings, checKing thè presence of particularly bright sKy 
objects. 

Such a contro! can be very accurate, as it is possible to read on thè 
screen other important information, such as angular elevation, 
comparing them uith uitness' claims. The program has many usefu! 
options : bere I mention printing of thè screen display on paper <but 
MPS-802 ouners -1iKe me- are stili unfortunate !> by a hardcopy routine 
and thè possibility to show a quicK diplay of thè sKy (in thè fastest 
mode, a minute of simulation is equal to a hour of reai time). This is 
especially useful uhen thè exact hour of thè sighting isn't Knoun. 

The software has few *1imitations*, as a 20,000 years range of time 
(from 10,000 B.C. to 10,000 A.D.), but they don't affect ufologists* 
aims at all. 

Jn my oun personal experience 1 bave reached some interesting results. 
revieuing ITACAT (my catalogue of Italian Type-1 events) I found 
several cases uith possible or probable astronomica! explanations. This 
uas only an evaluation based on my oun Knouledges and conjectures i 
daun and sunset uere practically thè sole sure information 1 had. Then 
SKy Travel appeared suddenly in my 1ife and .... such problema vanished 
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at once ! I succeeded in explaining many astronomica! IFOs (but some 
cases stili remained unsolved) by vaiid veritiable data. Among thè most 
interesting cases I solved (this term isn't right !> there uere tyo 
landings uith traces respectively involving Venus and thè sun. 
Sometimes planets and stars are very odd ! This process o-f 
ident i-f icat ion uas relatively restricted, due to thè special cases I 
checKed (dose encounters), but I uas much more large in thè generai 
casuistry of my oun province. 

The SKy Travel disK based program is really a valuable tool -for any 
serious researcher having a C-64 or C-1S8 microcomputer. First o-f all 
astronomica! objects are thè sole originai stimuli able to be checKed 
uith precisione so alleged explanations o-f cases are relatively 
reliable. fìn extensive use of thè program could help ufologists in 
selecting most of their casuistry, finding thè sure astronomica! 
events. The result uould be doublé : 

<1) they uould have;case samples uithout sightings of "flying" stars 
and planets. 

(£) there uill be thè possibility to carry out an in-depth study on 
sure astronomica! IFOs using a large reliable sample. 

There are other astronomica! programs for thè C-64 on thè marKet, but 
no appears so sophisticated as 8Ky Travel. One of them, COSIPLfìN 
(computer 6Imuliertes PLfìNetarium) seems quite interesting (2), even 
though it is slou in processing data (eh, thè old Bf^SIC !). I hope to 
publish a revieu of it by a German reader in anext CUFON issue. 

I don't Knou much about softuare available for Ppple computers, but I 
thinK an ephemerides program should surely exist. Belgian researcher 
Ronny Blomne is finishing a valuable softuare of such a Kind for his 
oun Apple II/e : among its many options, it is possible to print on 
paper thè sKy chart currently examined. An article about such a uorK 
uill be pubi ished in thè near future. 

Concluding, I uould 1 iKe to remember a booK entirely devoted to 
astronomica! programs running on Apple II : some of them could be of 
great help to ufologists too. A revieu of such E.Burgess* *Celestial 
BA6IC* (6ybex) uould be very appreciated. 


Maurizio Verga 


(1) MosblecK, 0. (1985) *Sonne, mond & sterne - Astronomie in der 
UFO-forschung■, Journal fur UFO Forschung 6, 4, 107-111 
2) AA.VV. (1985) 'COGIPLAN II - COnputer Slmuliertes PLANitarium“, 
Journal fur UFO-Forschung, 6, 3, 74-82 


I MR O R Tf=» MT ! 


Please speaK about ”The Computer UFO Neusletter” (as an excellent 
publication, obviously !) to all your correspondents and groups or 
magazines you Knou. Uie need neu subscribers, as uell as neu exchanges 
uith similar pubi ications. The future of thè Neusletter depends on this 
your help too. 
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Rr'ojec-t UF’ODl®lT(®l 
— s.~tai~tcis. r-e p o r-"t — 


by Per Andersen 


Mere is an up-to-date report about thè Danish 
Project UFOOATA, uhich uas thoroughly presented in 
issue number three o-f "The Computer UFO 
Neusletter *. 


In this notice I uould liKe, uery brie-fly, to describe thè status of 
Project UFODATA right nou <January 1936). 

Since thè early eighties thè Project continued encoding Oanish UFO and 
IFO cases and today a total o-f about 2,100 cases haue been stored into 
thè System, primary covering thè years -from 1975 to 1979, uhich uere 
thè peaK years o-f thè last 15 years. 

Today thè Project is uorKing at a slouer 
S.U.F.O.I. in recent years has become an euer 
of thè fact, that if thè analyses based on 
should yield thè high quality results needed, 
haue to be of a higher quality than thè 
invest igators (report recorders) should be 


pace. This is beacuse 
increasing understanding 
computerized data files 
thè data (cases) uill 
present. Mence thè field 
trained to ensure a higher 
level of data quality. Therefore S.U.F.O.I. to some extent has moved 
its resources from Project UFOOATA, in order to establish courses for 
field inuest igators. 

Several series of courses haue been held, thè most recent touards thè 
end of 1984, bringing thè number of trained field inuestigators to a 
total of about seuenty. Uith 1imited resources, uhich I am sure most 
ufologists uill understand, S.U.F.O.I. had to give these courses higher 
priority than Project UFODATA itself. 

But stili some results haue emerged from thè Project. Lars K. Lassen of 
S.U.F.O.I. recently analyzed 1,338 Danish UFO and IFO cases from thè 
period 1976-1979 by thè help of UFODATA. The aim uas compare thè UFO 
euents uith thè IFO ones in order to investigate uhether there uere any 
significant differences uith regard to parameters such as duration, 
shape, number of uitnesses, number 
chi-square test uas used, but no 
demonstrated. Though some results could 
further analyses are necessary in order 

Another major event has been thè preparation of a neu 
enlarged edition for thè codebooK, nou including 150 
descript ion of each parameter coded in Project UFOOATA (34 
Each parameter has been described by generai 
references to report forms, codes, examples 
errors in coding. 

Project UFOOATA is stili using thè SPSS statistica! System, but today 
thè media of course being magnetic tapes and disKs. 
uill probably become important to move thè uorK 


of objects and colour. The 
significant difference uas 
be stat ist ically significant, 
to determine this. 

revised and 
pages uith 
parameters). 
rules, specific rules, 
of coding and typical 


In 

to 


thè future it 
micro-computer. 


perhaps using commercial database programs and statistica! softuare. 
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MOTICE 

The "So-ftuare revieu* should be a regular sectioii inside thè 

Newsletter, but ue need massive contr ibut ions by readers. I-f you bave 

or Knou a program (-for any Kind ot computer) uhich could be interesting 
-for ufology, please prepare a detailed revieu uith an alleged 
discussion about its possible appiications. 8nd don’t torget to provide 
a copy to US, i-f possible ! 

8t thè same time uill be accepted also revieus about booKs and articles 
-from computer magazines, presenting topics use-ful to our uorK. 

*********************************************************************** 

MELaJS 

8s regards thè production o-f lou-cost bulletins or neusletters, 
Commodore 64 ouners should taKe into consideration thè presence o-f a 
special so-ftuare. li is thè -famous *The Neusroom* by Springboard, an 
exahustive package (a master disk, plus a lot of data disks) 

spec i-f ical ly devoted to thè production o-f small magazines. It o-f-fers a 

uide range o-f options, -for example allouing to mix text and -figures 
(including digitized images) or to send/receive documents through a 
modem. There are -four available sets o-f characters and it is possible 
to use practically all printers on thè market. This so-ftuare doesn't 
seem to be easy to use, but results should be exceptional. f^s ue 
haven't *The Neusroom* manual yet, ue cannot prepare and extensive 
revieu o-f thè program, but i-f a -feu members is able to do this, ue'll 
pubi ish thè text at once. 

*********************************************************************** 

U R't o <d-a.'t ing .... 


Mere is a couple o-f neu re-ferences to be inserted in thè bibliography 
about u-fology and computer published elseuhere in this Newsletter. 


□'Orazio, Piergiovanni 
1985 

L’uso del computer in u-fologia per una corretta analisi dei dati 
•Notiziario UFO* 103, 12 

Strand, E. 

1883 

Statistikk, -fra U.R.O. 

UFO 2, 5, 21■^24 

*********************************************************************** 

Mo i c e 

Ue remember to all readers and - above all - editors o-f magazines uho 
bave kindly published revieus about CUFON that thè Newsletter is a 
publication o-f I.C.U.F.O.S. nou. This Editor is no longer involved uith 
C.U.N., an organization nou composed only by ten or so strange people. 
Please notice thè change. 
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